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column, to provide advance guards and flanking parties
who should scout ahead and to the right and to the
left, far enough off on all sides to allow the mam body
to deploy and take up its position.

" The Austrian tacticians have constantly violated
those principles, and have based their plans on uncertain
reports, reports which, moreover, even if they had been
true at the time of framing the plans, ceased to be true
on the morrow or the day after the morrow; that is,
at the moment when the plans had to be carried out."

Two things, therefore, were necessary in the Emperor's
opinion:

(1)  Troops must be constantly able to oppose to the
enemy the whole power they are capable of, they must
organise their forces with that object m every situation :
even while marching or bivouacking or when billeted.

(2)  It is necessary, at the moment of going into action
and of framing a plan, to do it only after having received
reports which are certain and true at that moment    It
is therefore necessary to organise an intelligence service
capable of supplying such reports

How can those two necessary things be done ?

I. " An army must be constantly ready to oppose all
the resistance it is capable of "

Now, it is impossible*!*) keep all the forces of an army,
or even of an army corps, or even of a division, in a state
which shall allow for the use of all its means, missile
weapons and others, when the troops are halting; it
is even less possible to do so when they are on the march.
You cannot halt or march in combat formation. How
can the necessity clearly pointed out by Napoleon be
reconciled with the radical incompatibilities thus dis-
covered m practice, if it be not through utilising that
Eroperty m troops which is both original and fostered
y training, namely, resisting power ? It is this which
enables a certain fraction, the advance guard, specially
organised and arranged with that object, to receive the
enemy and to hold him up during the tune necessary
for the main body to take up its combat formation.

Moreover, the whole effort which a force can and
must exert in order to master the enemy cannot be
produced m one single moment The commander of
an army corps who disposes of eight infantry regiments